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Description:

In May 1961, American president John F. Kennedy committed the nation to carrying out a manned landing on the moon before the end of the
decade. This volume covers the early years of the Apollo program (1960-1967), still the most significant space effort in the history of mankind. In
a very short time, NASA developed the mighty Saturn rockets, the Apollo spacecraft, and the lunar lander. This breathtaking development came
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at a cost, however, as in 1967 astronauts Virgil Grissom, Roger Chaffee, and Edward White lost their lives during a test. Ten months after the
catastrophe, however, the Saturn V, America’s moon rocket, made its triumphal unmanned maiden flight. After that, just twenty more months
would pass before man set foot on another celestial body for the first time.

In Project Apollo: The Early Years (1961-1967), Eugen Riechl recounts the beginnings of America’s quest for a lunar landing. After lagging behind
Russia for months, and spurred on by the Kremlin’s launch of Sputnik, President John F. Kennedy vowed that the United States would send men
to the moon by the end of the decade. America began to marshal her resources to achieve this lofty goal. Riechl traces the journey from the
formation of NASA to the investigation into the tragedy of Apollo 1, where three astronauts, Gus Grissom, Ed White, and Roger Chaffee lost their
lives. Project Apollo is a compact volume that contains much detailed information, including full-color photographs and diagrams and progresses of
each phase of the program. Its magazine-style structure is extremely helpful in digesting the technical details. One does not have to be an engineer
to appreciate the problem-solving ability of those dedicated to this ambitious mission. Anyone who is interested in the space program will love this
book. Project Apollo is a testament to America’s ingenuity and can-do attitude, and to the people of NASA who won the race.I was given a free
copy from the publisher in exchange for my honest review.
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